NaH-002839

16 August 1942. The partially deflated L-8
airship prior to itgs drifting to earth in
Daly City, California without its two man
crew.
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NAH-002837

16 August 1942, The deflated gas bag of the
Navy Airship L-8. The L-8 drifted down in
Daly City, California with no one aboard
following its departure early in the morning
of 16 August on a routine ASW patrol.
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NAH - 002838

16 August 1942, The control car of the L-8
airship following its landing in Daly City,
California on 16 August without its two man
crew.
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NAVY NEWS HITE

NAVAL AIR STATION RELEASE NO: iﬁ-@
MOFEETT FIELD, CALIFORNIA 94035 ,
For Further Information Call - 415-966-5476
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ohn Scotto had left lis house and

] was walking along the narrow sub-

burban street in Dalv City, Cali-
fornia. It was a quie! Sunday morning,
the sun just beginning to warm the
August air an hour betore noon. Glan-
«ing up, stopped and stared. A partially
deflated blimp was drifting towards
him, obviously descending.

The blimp settled gently toward the
street, scraped across some power lines,
and fell to the pavemenli. A crowd
quickly gathered, and some of the men
held the blimp down until the police
and fire department had been called,

When the fire department arrived it
was discovered there was no one aboard
the blimp. Firemen slashed open the
gas bag to see if anyone was inside.

Inside the car an officer’s cap was
laving on a shelf, a half-eaten sandwich
lay on the floor and a still-warm cup of
coffee had spilled across some papers.
Evervthing seemed just as it should be,
except there were no men,

The police called Moftett Field.

At B am., Sunday, August 16, 1942
the U.S. Navy blimp L-8 had taken off
on a routine patro] from the Naval
Station Treasure Island. L-8, attached
to s Moffett Field squadron, was on
detached duty to Treasure Island.

Aboard the blimp were two experi-
enced lighter-than.-air men, Lt (jg)
Ernest Dewitt Cody, 27, and Ensign
Charles E. Adams, 38. Both men had
survived the crash of USS Macon in
1935,

The men routinely established radio
contact with Moffett Field and began
their normal ASW search procedures.

Almost two hours after take-off, at
7:50 am., Lt. (jg) Cody reported to
Moffett Field that he had sighted an
oil slick five miles east of the Farallon

Flight To Nowhere

Islands and was going down to in-
vestigate.

Fifteen minutes later, Moffett Field
fuiled to establish radio contact with
1-8. After repeated altempts to raise
1.-3 on the radio were unsuccessful,
Moffett called NAS Alameda and re-
perted an emergency.

Two OS2U search planes took off
from Alamada and headed west to the
Farallons.

Over the ocean a heavy overcast was
socked in tight with only a 500 ft,
ceiling. The search planes informed
Moffett they intended to fly over the
cloud cover. They saw nothing.

At 11:15 am., Moffett Field received
a call from the Daly Citv police. L-§
was laying in a residential street, and
would the Navy kindly do something
about it

Late reports and investigation pieced
together some of the flight path of L-8
after reporting the oil slick off the
Farallons.

Near the area of the oil slick a Coast
Guard cutter and a Naval vessel were
conducting their separate operations.
Neither appears to have taken much
notice of the blimp.

At least one of several fishing boats
in the area, however, tock a greai deal
of notice. The Captain reported seeing
I.-8 come down close to the ocean and
drop two smoke flares. As the blimp
turned toward the fishing boat, the
Captain decided to stand clear of the
area. He thought the blimp was going
to drop bombs.

But L-8 simply flew off into the
overcast,

For two and a half hours thereafter,
no one saw or heard from L-8. Some-
time during this period, Lt. {jg) Cody
and Ensign Adams disappeared.

aw\‘m? ;xu

At 10:20 a.m., 2 Pan American Air-
ways Clipper sighted the blimp flying
aimlessly above the clouds.

At 10:30, a flight of Kingfishers
which had taken off earlier in the day
from Moffett Field, reported seeing L-8
break through the overcast at 2,000 ft.
1-8 descended again into the clouds
and the Kingfishers lost sight of it.

At 10:45, the blimp was seen from
Fort Funston, flving low about a mile
away headed for the shore. Fort
Funston is located between the ocean
and Lake Merced, just north of Daly
City.

The blimp drifted in toward the
beach on a strong sea wind. It touched
down at the beach on the grounds of
the Olympic Club Golf Course. Some
bathers in the area attempted to reach
the blimp and hoid it down.

The impact of striking the beach,
however, dislodged one of the two
depth bombs carried by L-8 Having
deposited the depth bomb on the golf
course, the blimp was lightened enough
to become airborne once more, and
flew off into the clouds again before
the bathers could reach it.

L-8 was next seen by John Scotto of
Daly City at 11 am., as it landed in
the street. .

Newspapers cried out “Blimp Down
in Dalv City, Search Started for Crew”,
“Muystery Veils Fate of Wrecked Blimp
Crew”, “Navy Blimp Mishap Held Un-
precedented,;’ and later “Blimp Mys.
tery Still Unsolved”. and finally “Land
Search for Blimp Crew Ends”.

There was much talk of the Flying
Dutchman, Some thourht the blimp
had struck the water and the crew had
drowned. Some thought the men had
simply fallen out, others thought that

Continued on page 61
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The partially deflated Navy airship L-8 drifts over Daly

City, Calif. on August 16, 1942,
8
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“Phantom Blimp Without Crew Crashes In Daly City,

Calif. After Drifting Ashore,” said the local headlines.

OUR NAVY
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The deflated L-8 in a Daly City St.

they had jumped.

Except to say the mishap was a
“first” and that it was under investiga-
tion, the Navy remained silent. But
finally the results of the investigation
became known.

But for those who sought enlighten-
ment, the results of the investigation
into the fate of L-8 were as puzzling
as the mishap itself,

The blimp had so far had an interest-
ing history, Originally she was named
Ranger III and belonged to Goodyear.
She was sold to the Navy in January
or February of 1942, and in May was
delivered to Moffett Field.

Later that vear, piloted by Lt. (jg)
Emest Cody, L-8 rendezvoused with
the aircraft carrier Hornet enroute for
the Jimmy Doolittle raid on Toyko. L-8
dropped 300 pounds of navigation
domes to Hornet at sea.

Then in August, L-8 with Cody
and Adams aboard, made her ill-fated
flight.

The First thing obvious to investi-
gators was that at some time during
the two and a half hours when the
crew disappeared, L-8 had reached her
pressure height.

The partially deflated condition of
the blimp as it drifted in over Daly
City indicated I-8 had reached her
pressure height, automatically valved
some of her gas, and descended. This
caused the strange buckling amidship.

The salvage party from Moffett Field
discovered the L-8 was in good condi-
tion. The windows of the car were all
closed, but the cabin door was open.
Bystanders said the door was open
when the blimp landed in the street.

JANUARY, 1971

The engines had not been operating
during the landing.

Investigators found the two propellers
badly bent. But they had not been
bent while rotating. One depth bomb
was missing, but that, of course, was
found at the Olympic Club Golf
Course. The radio, however, was in
perfect working order.

The parachutes and rubber life raft
were all intact and in their places. A
portfolio of classified documents was
in its proper place in the car. Investi-
gators determined the car had not at
any time been in the water.

Further investigation revealed plenty
of gasoline in the tanks. Of the two
throttles, one was full open, the other
half open, which indicated L-8 had
been, somewhere, in the process of
making a turn. The ignition switches
were still on. The engines were in
operating condition but not ranning,.

One of the officer’s caps was laying
on a window ledge, The only things
missing were the crew and their Mae
West life jackets.

No real determination was ever made
as to what exactly had happened aboard

¥

The control car was in good shape

L-8 between 7:30 and 10:20 am.,
August 16, 1942,

On August 16, 1942, Lt. (jg) Cody
and Ensign Adams were declared miss-
ing. They were never heard from again.

" On August 17, 1943, they were pre-
sumed dead.

L-8 was hauled back to Moffett
Field and put back together and re-
turmed to service.

She became one of the training
blimps at Moffett Field until May 15,
1946, when she was repurchased from
the Navy by Goodyear. In 1947, she
went back into service with the Good-
year fleet.

To this day no one knows what
became of Cody and Adams, or what
strange fate they met over the ocean
one Sunday morning in 1942, 13y
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Report of Inguiry - L-8 is in National Archives

includes photos

Names of men were: Ernest Dewitt Cody
Charles Ellis Adams

# 23018 -Bound copy
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From Appendix £E - Squadron Accident Record

Ship I8

Flight Captain Lt(Jg) Cody, L4B8B.3 bhra.

Date and Time 156 Aug 1942

Place of Acc. Daly City, California

Narrative The L~8 took off from Trstswe Island on & routine patrol

flight. The ship was seen in the vicinity of the
Farellon Islands inspection an oil slick in the area.

The ship was next seen drifting over the coast near

Fort Funaton and it came to earth on a nearby golf course
where one of the iwo bambs were knocked off. The ship
went into the alr again and descended in Daly City,
California. The crew of the two were not aboard amd

have never been found.

Note: The above are the only references pertinent to the ®"Riddle® made
in the Squadron Historical Report. (Z7 32).
ACVW. Jan 1558
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86 The Old Navy

“Any news of the crew?” Warson demanded.

“Two men jumped off when she hit the beach,” came
the reply.

With relief, the Commander sertied back. He would
go and bring her home when she finally came down.
Meanwhile, he wondered why Cody and Adams had
abandoned her—but, of course, their report would clear
up the confusion.

Close on the heels of the Army message came a call
from the police chief of Daly City. The L-8 had made
a perfect two-point landing in the street. Police and
firemen had searched her thoroughly, even cutting into
the helium envelope, but, to their astonishment, bad
found no one inside.

Watson assured the police chief that the-men were
safe and promised to come over immediately with a
salvage crew. Before leaving, he called Navy Intelligence
and asked them to check the vicinity for damage claims.
Then he and the salvage crew left for Daly City.

While the blimp was being prepared for her journey
back to base, Cody and Adams still did not appear.
Watson became increasingly impatient for their report,
for it now was evident that the L8 was in perfect condi-
tion, and there seemed no reason why she should have
been abandoned. The men had now had sufficient time
to come up from the beach.

Then Watson was called to the phone. It was Navy
Intelligence. They had checked every boat and person

who had seen the blimp—including the surf fishermen— -

and, as a consequence, were compelled to contradict the
earlier report of the Station. Cody and Adams had not
been on board the L-8 when she hit the beach.

Apparently the Army had mistaken the two fisher-
men, who had tried to hold her, for the crew. Now
alarmed, Watson called Moffett Field and ordered a
search of the area. By this time, five houss had passed
since the two men had been heard from.

When the salvage crew returned the derelict blimp
to her hangar, the gondola was placed on a spotless
cloth 2nd an exhaustive search was begun to uncover
some clue. But the only result was to deepen the
mystery.

The car was immaculate, from the shiny waxed deck
to the neatly stowed parachutes and rubber life raft.
Even the most trivial items were in order. Nothing
was missing but the two yellow life jackets, required
wearing apparel on all overwater flights.

The gondola door was fastened back as if the crew
had opened it for some purpose. The radio transmitter
was still at “on” position, but the battery was exhausted.

In the bottom of every L-type blimp car, beneath
the deck, there was an empty space that was far from
watertight and contained only a few control wires.
Watson knelt to examine this compartmenc. He ran a

finger over the bottom and then held it up for all to
see. The layer of dust on his finger spoke eloquently.
The complete lack of moisture was almost positive
proof that the L-8 had never once touched water.

For weeks, the Navy combed the coastline, and civil-
ians kept deluging headquarters with bits of clothing
that might have belonged to Cody or Adams. But
neither the bodies nor any positively identified part of
their apparel were ever found.

Why did both occupants of a petfectly safe airship
quit her in such haste that they failed even to put on
their parachutes? How could they have vanished with-
our trace from a blimp hovering over a calm channel
dotted with boats? How could they have failed to be
sighted by someone, dressed as they were in brilliant
yellow life jackets? It all seemed fantastic.

Perhaps the most plausible explanation came from
Watson. Besides being in command at the time, he had
had years of experience with L-type aircraft.

Since the last message received from Cody was “am
investigating oil stick,” the usual procedure would have
been for co-pilot Adams to drop a smoke tracer to mark
the spot. The L-8’s windows were small, and he might
have gone back and opened the door.

Kneeling in the aperture, leaning out to make his
throw accurate, he could have slipped, grabbed the side
of the blimp, and shouted to Cody. The latter, hearing
his mate’s cry, probably would have left the controls
and rushed to offer assistance. Then, as Cody was trying
to pull Adams aboard, he might have lost his balance
at 2 moment when no one happened to be looking.

Their bodies, hurtling from a height of some 300
feet, would have sunk at once, so badly broken that
they would never have returned to the surface.

‘This, Watson felt, was the best possible explanation.
It is the one accepted by the Navy as “official.” Never-
theless, the Navy admits that this explanation does not
answer two important questions: (1} Why did no one
see Cody and Adams fall, when the men on board the
patrol ships were scrutinizing their every move; and (2)
even though they might bave been badly battered, why

" wasn't some trace of them ever found?

The fact remains that, for reasons unknown, the two
officers were parted from the L-8. What followed was
merely 2 cycle of events resulting from common physical
laws. Relieved of the weight of their bodies, the airship
quickly rose. The helium inside the envelope expanded
until the pressure finally popped the safety valves, and
enough gas was lost to make her heavy. She then fell
straight down until she hit the beach. Losing the depth
charge made her light again, and she was carried by
the wind to Daly City.

Thus ended the crewless cruise of the L8, and the
fate of her two-man crew still remains a mystery.
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ook off

from
Calif., at 0600
August 16, 1942 on an antisubmarine
patrol. At 1100 the wame day it came
to earth unmanned in ihe streers of

'ME  AIMSHIP L-&
Treasure Island,

Daly Ciry. No rtrace of its mlots,
Ltjg. Ernest D. Cody and Ens. Charles
E. Adams, has been vncevered in the
succeading 16 vears.

Few cases on record equal the mys-
terious disappearance of the pilots, bur
investigation of the flight revealed this
chain of circumsiances:

At 07350 Ltjg. Cody radiced the
sighting of an oil slick just five miles
east of the Farallon Islands and re-
ported that he was about to investigate
it.  An attempt was made 1o contact
the 1-& at 0805. When radio contact
could nor be established, two os2v
search  planes faunched {rom
Alameda to investigate.

The airplanes found a 500-foot ceil-
ing over the arez and decided to stay
on top of the clouds.

Moffert Field received z telephone
call from Fort Funston abou:r 10453,
reporting that an airship had landed
there. The report said two men had
gotren out of the airship and that it
had taken off again.

Half an bour later, word was
received at Mofferr that the 1-& had
sertled to earth at Daly Ciry with no
crewmen on board.

A salvage party from Moffett found
the ship in fair condition. The envel-

were

10

ope was deflated because the gas that
had remained after the ship’s free bal-

loon flight had escaped when firemen’

slashed the envelope to see if anvone
was inside.

The blimp’s car (crew and equip-
ment compartmient) was in good con-
dition, but the cabin door was open.
One bomb was missing.  The radio was
operative. indicating that the cabin
hzd possibly been unmanned as carly
as 080F when Moflett tried to comtact
the airship.  Yet Fort Funsion’s repori
said fwo persons debarked  from o fhe
blimp af 1045,

The motors were stopped, although
one throttle was open and the other
hali-open.  Tgnition switches were
still turned on. The propellers were
bent, but {rom all signs, had not been
PARTLY DEFLATED, L.-8 COMES TO EARTH

while

bent rotaring.  Rubber life
jackers wers missing. but the hife rait
was in place, The classified document
portfolio was in order, and there was
evidence that the car had not been
immersed in the sea.

There was no indication of fire.
Plenty of fuel was aboard and the
valves to the engines were open,

Concern for the safery of the crew
mounted when it was learned that chey
had not landed at Fort Funston. The
1045 report had been in error. Invest-
gators jearned that what had actually
happened zbout 2 mile from the fort
was this: the airship drifted in from
the Pacific and, descending sowly,
struck the beach, Two bathers saw
the ship coming dowrn and atrempred
1o seize the handling lines.

When the ship bt the exrth. 2 bomb
was hnochked off, giving the
enough seatic hit ¢ send 1t onaze way
to Dalv City, 1ts next stop.

The bathers establisbed the {act that
when the 1-% drifted in from the sea
there was nobodvy on board.  The
engines were stopped at thar time and
the gondola door was open.

Continuing the inquiry, investiga-
tors Jearned that when the airship in-
vestigated the oil slick, there was 2
Cozst Guard beat, 2 Navy crafr and
several fishing boats in the immediate
viciniry. Boat crewmen saw the air-
ship come down low, drop two smoke
flares, then fly off into the overcast.

z
{ralt

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS




There was ng doubt in the minds of
the boars™ officers thac the airship was
under complete control ic thar time.
One beat was so near che -8 that it
made every attempe to stand clear of
the area because the skipper thoughe
the airship was zbout ro drop bombs.

At 1020 a Pan American Airways
clipper sighted the airship, Tea min-
utes later, one of the Kingfishers sent
out by Mofferr Air Conrrol saw che
biimp brezk through che overcast at
2000 feer, chen descend into it again.
The ©-3 was undoubradly not under
control when sighted by the Navy
plane because the pressure height of
che ship was 1000 feet,

There end cthe hnown facts of che
crew’s disappearance. Lrjg. Cody and
Ens. Adams were declared missing
August 16, 1942, and presumed dead
s of August 17, 1943,

A great deal of conjecrure has bee
voiced in the succeeding 16 years. It
is evident that the officers disappeared
between the time the airship was seen
by che surface craft and cthe time it
landed on the beach.

Thar 2n enemy submarine could
have surfaced and surprised the crew
while they were investigaring the oil
slick is most improbable because of the
great amount of surface craft acrivicy
in the area.  Such a surfacing would
surelv have been seen.

The submarine theory may be dis-
counted still furcher because no enemy

red foll:r was

*fen the blimp landed,
The most logical theary is chac the

ENVELOPE LIES COLLAPSED AFTER BEING RUPTURED BY FIREMERN

LT =

CAR WITH BOMB ATTACHED 15 UNDAMAGED

crew’s disappearance was accidenral
and unintentional. Both knew cthat
because of the prevailing winds rthey
could free-balloon back to the main-
land if trouble wus encountered. Had
they experienced difficulty with the
azirship, it is inconceivable that they
would abandon it immedizcely, espe-
cially without radiotng cheir inzention
to do so. Further, no evidence of
trouble, except the dead movors, was
found when the ship was salvaged.
The wusual explanation is that ar
some time during che flight one of che
otftcers mugzhe have leaned our of the
car, lost his balance, and fallen “part
wav out. The other then rushed ro
hus ad and during che struggle o ozes
back inro the car, boch fell from che
ship.  The open door is regarded as

fairly good proof that they lefr the
ship by means of ir.

The position of the throttles does
not tend to verify this theory, for the
pilot would certainly not leave one
engine full on and che other halfway
so when he went back to pull his com-
paniont inco the ship.

However, the cthrottle posicions
might be justified if the motors were
dead.  That condidon would also
justify che theory of why one of the
pilots climbed cur onto the ourrigger.
It is also possible thac the mocors had
been idling and had simply choked ouc;
that che throcele positions could have
been caused by the Daly City firenien
climbing over the -5 when ic landed.

Bur one theory not answered ia the
investigation report is this: Wich good
evidence that boch pilots were wearing
life jackers, and with the sea heavily
patrolled by surface craft, why were
their bodies never found? If they were
picked up, who did ic?

The -8 was salvaged and rerurned
to service. Before the phantom tlighe,
the airship had been piloted by Lijg.
Cody to a rendezvous with che carriee
Hornet as chat ship steamed from che
West Coast to conduce the Donlittle
Raid on Tokvo. The 1-3 dropped 300
pounds of navigator domes co the
Hornet at sea.

After its crack-up in August, the
L-8 saw a geear deal of service in
covering amphibious landings at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., then it was rerurned
to Motfert and placed 4nto service as
one of the training ships for a new
lighter-than-aircrafe training program.

WITNES3ES TO PHANTOM LANDING SPECULATE ON PILOTS’ FATE
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The Old Navy

The Mystery of the L-8

By Irwin Ross

The missing Navy blimp. her gondola empty and door lacked open,
finally came to rest on a street in Daly City, Califoruia,




On a calm but avercast Sunday in August 1942, two
experienced officers took oflf on an andsubmarine patrol
tlight in the U, S, Navy blimp, Ls. They lefr che small
advance base on Treasure Island. California, in the dim.
carly hours, and those warching the ship disappear into
the haze never suspecred chae a tew hours later she
would present one of the most baffling mvsteries ot
modern rimes.

Her cwo-muan crew, Licutenant (j.g.) Ernest W, Cody
and Ensign Charles £ Adams, were in fine spirits that
morning. After some 15 vears in che Navy, Adams
had finzlly been commissioned, and this was his first
flight as an ensign. It made the parrol more than
routine. As they flew low to investigate any surface
or underwater abnormalicy, the two alrmen waved (o
fishermen below.

When they passed over the entrance channed to San
Francisco Bay. a few miles off Golden Gate Bridge. they
were on the last two hours of thetr flight. Dotring che
surface were the usual fishing craft, as well as two pawol
boars, ane Navy, the other Coust Guard. Suddenly.
Cody noticed a smudge on the blue water. [t was an
oil slick. indicating the possible presence of a submanne.
Cody circled and came in over it

On beard the patrol boars, all eyes were trained on
the blimp. while the skippers ordered full speed ahead.
The fishermen, too, hastened to get awav, in case 2
depth charge should be dropped.

UMITED FPRESS INTESNA { IONAL

But. to the surprise of the warchers, the atrship
neicher circled @ second dme nor bombe. [nstead, she
shot upward into the clouds. They never saw her again.

Continuing to rise. the Ls presently emerged from
the cloud bank. For two-and-a-half hours she drifred
at 2,500 teer, and chen. becoming heavy, began to fall.

On che beach near an Army Coast Artillery patrol
Statien. two surf ishermen were casting, One glinced
up and shouted at his companion. The blimp was falling
on them, right cut of the sky. When she hit the beach,

practically at their feet. they grabbed her tie lines and
tried to hold her. The gondola door was open and they
looked inside. Evervthing was in perfect order, except
for one thing— Licutenant Cody and Ensign Adams were
missing.

The two men were not strong enough o held their
rambunctious captive, Torn from their hands. she skid-
ded across the beach and was broughe up short againse
a precipice. There the wind plaved ball wich her, bounc-
ing her against the stone wall, unti! the conrinued
shocks loosencd one of her 300-pound depth charges.
When the charge dropped off. the ship, now light
enough to ascend, soared above the cliffand disappeared.

About 15 minures later. she landed gently on a street
in Dalv Citv. a suburh of San Francisco.

Back ar '.sc.;mdmn headguarters on - Motfet Field.
Operations had been tving o raise the Ly by radio,
The last word from Cody had been received ac 7:50
am. when he had radioed, “Am investigating oil slick.”
There should have been a follow-up report on this
investigarion, but it did not come: nor did his position
rePOLT, duc at 8 o'dock.

The blimp’s persistent silence was ateribured at first
to the failure of her radio. No particular worry was fele
at Headquarters, since the day was calm and Codyv had
not indicated any touble. However, as the minutes
ticked by, Licutenant Commander Wartson, Squadron
Commander, became increasingly puzzled. The atmos-
phere at the base grew tense: the men n the office were
growing resrless.

When the blimp failed to report at 9:30, us sched-
uled, Watson alerced all nearby ships and planes. Al-
though Operations was worried. no one thought that
Cody and Adams were 1in real dunger. Both had had
considerable lighter-than-air experience and would know
what to do in case of trouble.

Then the first message came in. An airplane pilor,
flving above the cloud bank. had caught sight of the
14, apparently out of control. He did not know if
her crew were all right beaause, before he could get
close cnough to see. she had dropped into the clouds.

The second report was reccived an hour later from
the arcillery pacrol station. which declared chat the 15
had landed. hit the precipice, and then disappeared.
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THE RIDDLE OF THE L8

At 0800 on 16 August 19h2, the L-8, of Airship Squadron Thirty-Two,
took off on & patral misaion. Five hours later, the airship drifed in
from $he sem and floated to earth empty in the streets of Daly City,
California. WNo trace has ever been foumd of the crew of the L-8 and
their disappearance is today as much of 4 mystery as it was when it
occurred.

So great has been the interest in the L-8's mystery fiight that
this bulletin is being issued to give lighter-than-air persomnel us elear
& picture as possible of what actually happened. The riddle of what became
of the twe officers on bosrd has never been answered, but here (with APPTOK-
imate times) are the known facts of the case,

Squadron Thirty-Two, located at Moffett Field, Galifamit, WaE ODEYA~
ting the 1-8 from 4 wast on Treasure Island. On the worning of 16 Aungust,
& heavy dew made the ship considerably heawy at weigh-off and for this
reason, only two officers wenit aboard as the crow, The lL-ships on the
West Coast carried a crew of two or three officers, depending tpon the static
cordition of the ships. (n that morning the twe officers were Lt. Frnest
D. Cody, USK, am® Ensign Charles E, Ad&ms, USN, both experienced amd capsble
airship pilots,

A% 0750, almost 2 hours after the ship had taken off for patrol, &
radio message was received from the I~8. T4 stated in substance; "invesii-
‘gating suspiciocus oil slick, stand by¥., The airship’s position at that
time was aboub 5 miles eaa’i; of the Farallon Islamds; oil slicks in that
&rea are COmmON.

- At 0805, attempts were begun to contact the I,—B' all failed. Adr
control at Alameda send out two 0S2U's to imeatigate the situation., The
‘planes foumd & 500 foob celling and preferred to stay on top of it rather
than $¢ go down through it in search of the ship,

About 1045 Moffett Field received a telephone ¢all from Fort Funsion
reporting that an airship had landed there, two men had gotten out, and
the ship had taken off again. : .

A half an hour after Fori Fumston e¢alled, word was received by
phone from Daly City that ihe L8, with no one on board, had settled
to earth in the city streets,

Hoffett Fleld salvage party foumnd the ship in falr eondition.l The
envelope was deflated becsuse what gas remsined after the ship's free
balloon flight, had escaped when the Dely City Fire Department slashed
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The Riddle of the L~8 cont'd

the envelope to see if anybody was inside. The condition of the car was good.
(me bomb was missing. The radio waz operative. The mobtors were stopped
although one throtile wis open and the other, half-way so. The ignitién
switches were on. The propellers were bent but from all signs hed nok

been beni while robating., The rubber life jackels were missing (3o be expected
as the ecrew wore them over water) twt the 1life raft was in place, The
confidential portfolio was in order, The car had not been immersed in the sel.
There was no indication of fire. Plenty of fuel was aboard, and the valves '
were open o0 the engines. The eabin door was open. :

Alarm grew fop the safely of the officers of the L-§ when it was learned
shat they had not landed at Fort Punston and that the earlier phone csll to
that effect bas been in error. What had actually happened shout & mile from
the Fort was this. The airship drifted in from the Pacific and, descending
slowly, struck a beach. Two bathers saw the ship coming down and attempted
to seige the handling lipes. When the ship hit the ground, & bomb was knocked
off thus giving the craft sufficlerd static 1ift tosend it on its way %o
- Daly City, its next stop. The bathers established the {act thal when the
1~8 drifted in from the sea, thers was nobody on board, the engines were stopped,
and the gondola door wag open.

®hen the airship had investigataﬂ the oil slick, there were a Coast
Quard bodt, a Havy craft, and several fishing boats in the immediate vieinity.
They saw the ship come dowmn low, drop two smoke flares, ard then ascend amd
fly off into the overcasi. There wag no doubt in the minds of the officers
on those boats that the airship was under gomplete control at that time. One
boat was so near the IL-8 that it made every abttemphk to get wway to a safe
distance because it thought the airship was aboul to drop bombs,.

A% 1020 a Pan American Alrways clipper sighted the airship and a few
minutes later (1030) ome of the 0S2Us sent out by Air Control saw the I-8
break through the overcast at 2000 feet, then descend imbo it again., The
blimp was wdoubtedly nol under control when sighted by ihe 052U because
the pressure height of the sghip was 1000 feet.

Such are the known facis of the L-8ts flight., Here the conjecture
beging, It is gquite evident that the mishap to lLieutenant Cody and Ensign
Adams oeccurred between the time the airship was seen by the surface crafi
to rige into the overcast and its landing on the beach., That an enemy sube
marine could have popped up and surprised the I~8 while it was investigating
the oil sliek, is most improbable because of the great amount of surface
craft activity in the immediate viginity. Any such ocourrence would have
certainly been seen. The submarine theory is still further discounted
because no enemy submarines have been reportsd in the area and the confidential
folder wag secure.
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The Riddle of the L-0 conttd

The most logical theory - a#nd it is only a theory - is that the crew's
disappearance was entirely sccidental and unintentional. Both officers
knew that, because of the prevailing winds, they could free balloon back .
to the mainland if in trouble. If they had experienced difficulty with the
airship, it is inconceivable that they would immediately sbandon it, especially
without radioing their intention to do so. Furthermore, no evidence of
trouble, except the dead motors, were found when the ship was salvaged.

The usual explanation is that at some time duxing the flight, orme of the
officers may have lsaned out of the uar,ifkt his balance, snd fallen part
way oub., The other then rushed %o his &id &nd thgt during the struggls to
get back into the car, both fell from the ship. The open door is regarded us
fairly good proof that they left the ship by means of it, The position of
the throttles does not tend to verify this theory for the pilot would ecertainly
not leave one engine full on and the other half wmy so when he went back fo
pall his companion into the ship. However, the throtile positions might be
justified if the motors were dead which could be a reason for one of the crew
1o climb oubt onto the outrigger. It is possible that the mobors had been
jdling and had simply choked out; the throttle positions could have been caused
by the Daly City Fire Department as it clambered over the ship.

Many theories have been advanced as to what actually happened on that
flight but slmost all agree that it was a freak accident of some kind. The
mystery is heightened by the fact that although both officers were cbvigusly
wearing life belbs, their bodies were never found., Could the men have been
picked up? TIf su, by whom?¥y

Such are the facts that are known about the ships flight. The problem
of what actually happensd remaing unsolved and is a matter of conjecture.

The sbove information has been cbtained through informal conversations
with the former Commanding Officer of Squadron Thirty-Two.



From Appendix EE - Squadron pccident Record

Ship L8

Flight Captain Lt(jg) Cody, L4883 hrs.

Date and Time 16 aug 1942

Place of Ace. Daly City, Californis

Narrative The L-8 teok off from Treasure Island on & routine patrol

flight. The ship was seen in the vicinily of the
Farallon Isiands inspection an oil slick in the area.

The ship was next seen drifting over the ccast near

Fort Funston and it came to earth on a nearby golf course
whers one of the two bombs were knocked off, The ship
went into the air again and descended in Daly City,
California. The crew of the two were not aboard and

have never been found,

Note: The above are the only references pertinent to the "Riddle® made
in the Sgquadron Historical Report.
AQVW. Jan 1958
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IHE RIDDLE oF THE -8
Notes from ZP-32 Higtorieay Reports, World wap IZ.
From the Chronologya

5 Mar 192 I=8 wag accepted by the Squadron, yag the former Goodyear
Commeraigl &irship "Rainbows s Which haq 10t yet beegp
assembled ang was forwarded tq Moffett pierg from Akron, ohie,

8 war 19)p L8 began operations from ZP=32's Piygt Auxiliary base gt
Treasure Island,

11 Apr 19)s -8 with 13, Jg E.p. Cody pilot apg C+BuM. Desmong crew,
dropped 300 Poundg of freight on the declk of the ygg Hornet,
which hag departeqd San Franeiseq about 1100, (Note Shat Horpot
Was then enroute Japan for Doolittlerg Raigd un Tokyo, )

land, hgg ‘Exceeded g Pressurp height, then settled slowly o earth, wo
trace of 144 orew, It, ig, Cody ang Ensign Adamg, hga ever been found, ang
there are no indications as to what mey have happeneg t0 then,

The 1.8 Was |l vaged after the cragy and on 31 August, wag completely
repaired ang tegst flown, on 5 September, it was transferreq to Rtsonvilie
and L~ship Sperations wepe resumed fyom that bage,

this Peried, byt Was repaired at Santa Ana, and the operation with Camp
Pendleton WaS continmed, The 1.8 returned tq Moffetts Field on 31 Oetobep
: d



-was walking along the narrow sub-
burban street in Daly City, Cali-
fornia. It was a quiet Sunday morning,
the sun just beginning to warm the
August air an hour before noon. Clan-
cing up, stopped and stared. A partially
deflated blimp was drifting towards
him, obvicusly descending,

The blimp settled gently toward the
street, scraped across some power lines,
and fell to the pavement. A crowd
quickly gathered, and some of the men
held the blimp down until the police
and fire department had been called.

When the fire department arrived it
was discovered there was no oue aboard
the blimp. Firemen slashed open the
gas bag to see if anyone was inside.

Inside the car an officer’s cap was
laying on a shelf, a half-eaten sandwich
lay on the floor and a still-warm cup of
coffee had spilled across some papers.
Everything seemed just as it should be,

except there were no men,

The police called Moffett Field,

At 6 am., Sunday, August 16, 1942,
the U.S. Navy blimp L-8 had taken off
on a routine pairol from the Naval
Station Treasure Island. L-8, attached
to a Moffett Field squadron, was on
detached duty to Treasure Island.

Aboard the blimp were two experi-
enced lighter-than-air men, Lt (jg)
Emest Dewitt Cody, 27, and Ensign
Charles E. Adams, 38. Both men had
survived the crash of USS Macon in
1935.

The men routinely established radio
contact with Moffett Field and began
their normal ASW search procedures.

Almost two hours after take-off, at
7:530 am,, Lt (jg) Cody reported to
Moffett Field that he had sighted an
oil slick five miles east of the Farallon

]'ohn Scotto had left his house and

The partially deflated Navy airship L-8 drifts over Daly “Phantom Blimp Without Crew Crashes In Daly City,

City, Calif. on August 16, 1942,
8

Flight To Nowhere

Islands and was going down to in-
vestigate.

Fifteen minutes later, Moffett Field
failed to establish radio contact with
1-8. After repeated attempts to raise
L-3 on the radio were unsuccessful,
Moffett called NAS Alameda and re-
ported an emergency,

Two OS2U search planes took off
from Alamada and headed west to the
Farallons.

Over the ocean a heavy overcast was

socked in tight with only a 500 ft.

ceiling.” The search planes informed

Moffett they intended to fly over the
cloud cover, They saw nothing,

At 11:15 a.m., Moffett Field received
a call from the Daly City police. L-8
was laying in a residential street, and
would the Navy kindly do something
about it.

Late reports and investigation pieced
together some of the flight path of L-8
after reporting the oil slick off the
Farallons.

Near the area of the oil slick a Coast
Guard cutter and a Naval vessel were
conducting their separate operations.
Neither appears to have taken much
notice of the blimp.

At least one of several fishing boats
in the area, however, took a great deal
of notice. The Captain reported seeing
1L-8 come down close to the ocean and
drop two smoke flares. As the blimp
turned toward the fishing boat, the
Captain decided to stand clear of the
area. He thought the blimp was going
to drop bombs,

But L-8 simply flew off into the
avercast.

For two and a half hours thereafter,
no one saw or heard from L-8. Some-
time during this period, Lt. (jg) Cody
and Ensign Adams disappeared.

-

At 10:20 am., a Pan American Air-
ways Clipper sighted the blimp flying
aimlessly above the clouds, .

At 10:30, a flight of Kingfishers
which had taken off earlier in the day
from Moffett Field, reported seeing L-8
break through the overcast at 2,000 ft.
1-8 descended again into the clouds
and the Kingfishers lost sight of it.

At 10:45, the blimp was seen from
Fort Funston, flying low about a mile
away headed for the shore. Fort
Funston is located between the ocean
and Lake Merced, just north of Daly
City.

The blimp drifted in toward the
beach on a strong sea wind. It touched
down at the beach on the grounds of
the Olympic Club Golf Course. Some
bathers in the area attempted to reach
the blimp and hold it down.

The impact of striking the beach,
however, dislodged one of the two
depth bombs carried by L-8. Having
deposited the depth bomb on the golf
course, the blimp was lightened enough
to become airborne once more, and
flow off into the clouds again before
the bathers could reach it.

L-8 was next seen by John Scotto of
Daly City at 11 am., as it landed in
the street.

Newspapers cried out “Blimp Down
in Daly City, Search Started for Crew”,
“Mystery Veils Fate of Wrecked Blimp
Crew”, “Navy Blimp Mishap Held Un-
precedented,,” and later “Blimp Mys-
tery Still Unsolved”, and finally “Land
Search for Blimp Crew Ends”.

There was much talk of the Flying
Dutchman. Some thoueht the blimp
had struck the water and the crew had
drowned. Some thought the men had
simply fallen out, others thought that

Continued on page 61

Calif. After Drifting Ashore,” suid the local headlines.
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The deflated L-8 in a Daly City St.

they had jumped.

Except to say the mishap was a
“first” and that it was under investiga-
tion, the Navy remained silent. But
finally the results of the investigation
became known,

But for those who sought enlighten-
ment, the results of the investigation
into the fate of 1-8 were as puzzling
as the mishap itself,

The blimp had so far had an interest-
ing history. Originally she was named
Ranger III and belonged to Goodyear.
She was sold to the Navy in January
or February of 1942, and in May was
delivered to Moffett Field.

Later that year, piloted by Lt. (jg)
Emest Cody, L-8 rendezvoused with
the aircraft carrier Homet enroute for
the Jimmy Doolittle raid on Toyko, L-8
dropped 300 pounds of navigation
domes to Hornet at sea.

Then in August, L-8, with Cody
and Adams aboard, made her ill-fated
flight.

The first thing obvious to investi-
gators was that at some time during
the two and a half hours when the
crew disappeared, L-8 had reached her
pressure height,

The partially deflated condition of
the blimp as jt drifted in over Daly
City indicated L-8 had reached- her
pressure height, automatically valved
some of her gas, and descended. This
caused the strange buckling amidship.

The salvage party from Moffett Field
discovered the L-8 was in good condi-
tion. The windows of the car were all
closed, but the cabin door was open.
Bystanders said the door was open
when the blimp landed in the street.

JANUARY, 1971

. The engines had not been operating
- during the landing.

Investigators found the two propellers
badly bent. But they had not heen
bent while rotating. One depth bomb
was missing, but that, of course, was
found at the Olympic Club Golf
Course. The radio, however, was in
perfect working order,

The parachutes and rubber life raft
were all intact and in their places. A
portfolio of classified documents was
in its proper place in the car. Investi-
gators determined the car had not at
any time been in the water,

Further investigation revealed plenty
of ‘gasoline in the tanks. Of the two
throttles, one was full open, the other
half open, which indicated 1.-8 had
been, somewhere, in the process of
making a turn. The ignition switches
were still on. The engines were in
operating condition but not running,

One of the officer'’s caps was laying
on a window ledge. The only things
missing were the crew and their Mae
West life jackets.

No real determination was ever made
as to what exactly had happened aboard

L

v A

The control car was in good shape
L-8 between 7:50 and 10:20 am.,
August 18, 1942,

On August 16, 1942, Lt. (jg) Cody
and Ensign Adams were declared miss-
ing. They were never heard from again.
On August 17, 1943, they were pre-
sumed dead.

L-8 was hauled back to Moffett
Field and put back together and re-
tuned to service,

She became one of the training
blimps at Moffett ‘Field until May 15,
1946, when she was repurchased from
the Navy by Goodyear. In 1947, she
went back into service with the Good-
year fleet.

To this day no one knows what
became of Cody and Adams, or what
strange fate they met over the ocean
one Sunday morning in 1949, 3y
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Fue kT aldndles, aTaseTlo
INT0 LG BULLETTN MiclEEs 2

, RLLULE OF TiE 4-3

At @hﬂﬂﬁ an LA et 1042 0 the LR, af jdrahiin Sovmdron Thirte-Twn o teek of P
ooz matral misnion,  ®iva henrs later, the aivehis drifted in from the sea and
Floated +n sarth emnby ja +he ctments ofF fglv 03+, Califammia. o trace had ever
hean fomd ~f the evog of the -9 und thet~ dlagonegrance 18 hoday as aueh of a
myeters ar 114 9as wWhen it coenrred.,

Boorredt has hern the interest ip the oAt meetey £Light that this huiletin

is heinp dnmed fe ciwe Viobteprathan-a’r werroomel g2e clear a pictore w2 pogsible

caf owhgt oactvaliy heenened,  The riddle of what heegme o0 the two of ficera on board

has never bheen angwercd, hut here {(«7+h arocrewimete times) are the kriown facts af
the cacse.

Sjuad'nn TrdrtorToo, larated at et fett Wield, Unlifrrnia, was arerating the
L8 frem a mast o Tregenre loland,  On the morning of 1A anrust, e heavy dew made
the shin considerubly hearr at weiohonlf ynd for this regaen, enly twe officers
went ghourd ae the crew., The Le-rking on troe goct Geast oarried a crer of twn oy
three officens, depending annn the stutie oondditien »f the shin., n that merning
the twn of Picsre weve Li-~utenant Freecb B, Codr ) USN, and Fneden Charies B. Adams,
USK, both exverienced and cavahle airehin pilots,

At O78Q, alumert 2 hevre after the shin had faken oft for ratrol, a radin
measare was veceived from the -3 i+ stuted in enhatunce: "investipating susnicions
ntl slieck, etand b, The airebints aosition at thut fime was about 5 miles east of
the Farallon ISlAnda; 2l slicks in that area mvre common,

AT OPO5, attempts were becun to contact the 2. g failed. ag Col
. =k - latled.  aq.. e L
. . © control g4
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alameds sent cut twe 082Us fo investirgte the %itnﬁfion. The planes found = 800
frot celling and nreferred tn stay rn ton of 14 ruther than +o wo down thraouch 1t
in eearch of thre shinf,
sbout 1O4A oifett Fleld received a telerhone cull from Fart Ponetan recerting
that an sirahin had tanded there, two ren hadg eotten ot snd the ship had taken
oft apnin,
A half an heur after Tort Puonston calied, werg was peceived by rhone frem
Dalv City that the L-2, with ne ons oon beard, bud sebtied te esth in th@%ity streets,
Mot Patt Wield salvare narty Comnd the chins in Pair eenaitien, The ENVE LONnE WAL
deflated hecuivese rhat pas remuined wfter the shinlo Cree balleon fii(ht, R eﬁcaped
shen tre Doly Gitr ¥ire Deorlnent clushed the envelone to see if anvhody whe 1nridnf
Tre eonaiticn of the cur e oood,  One hemb was mesine,  The radin wes operative,
The motors gere steoned atthonrh one throttle ane cren and Hoe rtiaer, hadll-sav oo,
The Tenitieon ewitehes were en.  The araveclers core hent but Frem il signs hut nok

cbheen bent while retuting,  Tre rubber ife jackets wvere miceine (to be expected an

the cerew acre them over water) bub the Life pouft wan n aluce. The coniidentinl

nortfnlio vus in order.  The coar huad net heen fomercsd in Hhe eora There was no

indication of fipe. Plenty 8 imel wug aboard, and the va.ver were anen ho the
enmines.  The cohin floor ms ocen,

adarm erew for the solety of tre officers of +he o-% hen it woas learned trath
ther hud net junded ot Ford Fienct-on and that the eariier whrme ogll fn thut rffeet
had keen in error, hat had achoaily baocened ahent a mile fren the Fart wep thig.
The wirehie dirifted in from the Pucific und, decesndine showly, striek a beach.
T hiitrers cuw the oiria cominy dovm and attemated to saize +he handliner lirnes.

dhen the akin hit the rround, & homb e knocked ~ff thuae miving the ceraft sufficient

static Lift to zend it emn it= way te Datr City, ite next gton, The huthers esgtahlishbe

the fact that #hen the L-2 driited in from the Rey, there‘was nohody on hoard, the

B
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eneines were stbored, and the rondela deor wes
when the airshin had investirated the oil
a fave crafh, and several fishing heats in fhe

eceme down Low, dros tiwn rmcke Flures, and then

open.
fiick, there were o Unast Gmapd boat;.

impediate vininite, They saw the shin

accend and fly of'f intn the overcant,

There was no donht in the middes of the officers on trose hoats thet the airshin wae

wnder complete aontral at that time. One bast wing oo pear the LeP that it maoe every

attempt tn vet woay to o aufe distancee beoguas 1t bheneht the airenin yap about

to drno bombs.

-

A+ LOSN 4 Pun saericsn Adrmave olicnee o obted the aieshin gnd g few minates
Later (1720) one of the 087Us sent out by adr Uentrol saw the L=% break threuch the

okdfeast at 2000 Teet, then descend inte it arsin. The blimp wage undoubtedly not

under cortrnl when sichted by the 0SZ20 begunse the opresenve heleht of the shin wae
1000 fret.,

Syueh are Yhe morn facts of the L-8'¢ fiisht, Here *he ¢ riecture beging,

T+ is gvite evident that the mishan to Lientenant Ondy and Ingisn adums occurred

L

hetween the time the airshin was seen by the surface curaft te tise intn the overcast

and its Llandire on the beach., Thut an enemy submurine could heve proped up and

surmrized the L-8 »hile it wue Snvesticatine the oil alieclk, 1g moat ir-orobuble

heganse of the great amcunt of surlace craft activity in the immeciate viecinity.

Any sueh accurvence wonid have cevtiiniy been sfeen.  The subra: ine theory is stitl

further discovnted tecswuse ne enery submarines kFave been reanrted in the area and
¥

the eemfidentijal folder wus

Lo
ReoUTE

The most le~ical +henry - and it in only a theory — 1s that the crew's

disanpearance was cntiresy zeeinentul and unintentional, bBoth officers iknew that,

becaure nf the orevailing winde, they couid free hailoon buek to the mainlend 1F

girshin, it its incrncelvabie

¥

in troubte. If they had exrerienced difficulbty with the




that, they would immediateiv abanden it especially withrt padinins their intention
to do wo. Fnrfhprmore, no evidence of treuble) evgeat the dead moteors, were fovnd
when the shin was suluared,

The nanel evnlargytion i thut at geme time durine +he tlioht, rne ~p tre dfficers
may have feuned sut ot the eur, last his balance , pyns ulien rart way out.. Tﬁe other
then rurhed ta hie 4id and that darine the gtrussle +n set back into +the car, hoth
fell from +he siip. The onen danr ig rerarded ge fairiv veng vroof thut tres et
the shin by meeans oF it. Tre vasition af the thrett feg does not teng tn verify
thia theery far the »ilot wrntg cortainly not Lleave ane enine M.} on and +he nther
half-uuy w6 whan he went back tn puli hie comnaninn into the shin.  However, the
throttle positinns micht he justirieq 3¢ the motors were dead aheieh comld be o
reagon for one of *he preg to climb out onta +j . outriccer, It ja rossihle +hu*lthe
- motnore had‘bemn Taline and hud simoly choked cuty the throttie nositions eculd have
been cuused by the baly Sity [ire Uerartment ge 14 ciembered over tre ship,

Many theories ngve been ad vinced g te whit ety hannened on thot Piirnt
but almoet all arree that it was 4 freal accloent of geme kind, The mvstery‘is
:heiﬂhtened by the fact that althourh both nlficers wope obvinugly wearing life helts,
their hodies were never frimd.  Grupld the men huve heen Jicked up? Ie €0, by whom?

Such are the facts that ure iown sheit the Shinte flirht, The oronlem of
what aetngily harnened remai-e nsolved and e g matter of eonjrcture,

The abtove irformation had been obtained thronosh infermald conveus&tﬁons nith

the former Conmandin - (ffMomp Af =i on M™irty-Two,
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2 Office of the Chief of Naval Opcrations
1 Naval Aviation Hislory
RN Washington Navy Yard

. 8 R NN :
R o] Building 146

[[-4—3»-74 3oy Washington, D. C. 20374

OP-05D2
November 10, 1982 *}

Ms. Lyn Sabin
128 South Reeves, Apt. 3
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Dear Ms. Sabin:

A copy of your letter of September 28th to Ms. Arnna Urban was forwarded
to our office. I have enclosed a copy of the Board of Investigations
on the L-8 and other miscellaneous information concerning the incident.

Good luck with your project.

Sincerely,

D uZC MU Z

Roy A. Grossnick
Historian

Enclosures

Copy to: {w/0 encl)

Ms. Amna Urband

Assistant Head (Magazines/Books)
Media Services Branch

Office of Information
Department of the Navy
Washington, D.C. 20350



128 South Reeves Apt. 3
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
September 28, 1982

Anna Urband

Office of Information
Navy Department
Washington, D.D. 20350
A.H. CODE 01213

Dear Ms. Urband:

I am considering producing a film based on the disappearance of
Crew members, Lieutenant Ernest Cody and Ensign Charles Adams
from the patrol airship 1-8, uUss RANGER, on August 16, 1942 off
the coast of San Francisco, California. The L-8, part of Airship
Patrol Squadron 32, which although flying this day from the U.S.
Naval Air Station on Treasure Island, originated from Moffett Air
Station.

evidence and to suggest what had happened to the lost Crew members.

John Shackleton, Public Affairs Officer at Moffett, suggested that
I direct this request to you. John advised me that you have done
extensive research of this incident and are extremely knowledgeable
about all the investigation reports and hearings.

T am aware that there is some research charge and T will be most
happy to reimburse you for any expenses incurred.

Thank you very much.,

Sincerely yours,
%Lﬂ/ b,

Lyn Sabin

el
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FLiBET ALRSHIPS, aTuLabTic
INTE.LIEBNCE BULLETIN NUMBER 2

Tip RIDDug OF THE 1-8

At ybéoo on 16 August 1942, the L-8, of Airshin S-uadron ThirfvaWO, took of'f
on a patrol mission. Five hours later, the airshin drifted in from the sea and
floated to earth emnty in the streets of Daly City, Califsrnia. Ko trace hag ever
been found of the crew of the L-8 and their disannesrance is today as much of a
mystery as 1t was when it oceurred.

So great has been the interest in the L-8's mystey flight that this builetin
iz being issued to give lighter-than-air perscnnel as clear a picture as posgsible

cof what actuallv tanvened, The riddle of shat bheecame of the two officers on board
has never been answered, but here (vith avpproximste times) are the kriown Sacte nf
the case,

Squadron Thirty-Twoo, located at lioffett Field, Ualifornia, was operating the
L-8 frem a mast on Treasure Island., On the morning of 16 Auvrust, .a heavy dew made
the shin congiderably heavy at weirh—off and for this reason, only twe officers
went ghozrd as the crew. The L-ghins on the west Coast carried & eres of +wo or
three officees, depending upon the static conditien ~f the ship. On that merning
the two officers were Liecvtenant Ernest D, Cody, USN, and Fneien Charies E. Adams,
USN, both exmerienced and capable airshin pilots.

a+ 0750, aimoet 2 hours after the ship had taken off for vatrol, a radio
messaze was received from the L-8. It stauted in substance; "investirsating susnicious
o1l slick, «tand by". The airshin's nosition at that time was about 5 mileg eaat of

the Farallon Islands; oil slicks in that area are cowmon.

At 0305, attenpts were becun to contact the L-%; all faileq
e s Lalied,

Hin contral 4¢

.



sént cvt two 0S2Us to investigate the sitﬁation. The nlanes found a 500
‘?%é£ ceiling and nreferred to stay ov tep of it rather than to 20 dovn through it
in search of the shing.

about 1045 sioffett Field received a televhone call from Fort Funston renorting
that an airship had landed there, two men had potten out, and the ship had taken
of f again.

i half an heur after Fort Funston called, wora wae received by vhene from
Dalv City +hat the L-%, with no on= on roard, had settled to eath in the%ity streets.

HMoffett Field saivace rarty fcound the ship in fair condition. The enveiope WaSB
deflated because what gas remained sfter the shints free balloon fliyght, hud escaped

.
when the Dgly City Fire Devartment. slashed therenvelope te cee if anybody was inside.
Tre eondition of the car wag good. Une bomb was mesing. The ra@io was operative.
The motors were stonped aithoush one throttle was open and the.other, half-wav so.
The isniticn switches were on. The nraveilers were hent byt from all signs had not
been bent while rotating. The rubber 1ife jackets were missing (tc be expected as
the crew wore them over water) but the life raft was n olace. Trhe conilidential
portfolio was in order. The car had not been iwmersed in The sea. There was no
indication of fire., Plentv of el was sboard, and the vaives were onen to the
engines. The cabin floer was open.

Llaem srew for the safety of the ~fficers of the -8 when it was Learned that
thev had not landed at Fort Funsten snd +hat the earlier nhene call fo that effect
hed hern in error. what had actually papnened about a mile from the Fort was this.
The airchin dirifted in from the Pacific and, descendinc slowliy, struck a bheach.

T.o butoers saw the shin coming down snd attemnted to seize the handling lines.
ihen the ship hit the oround, a bomh was knocked off thug siving the eraft sufficient

static 1ift to send it on its way te Daiy City, its next ston. The bathers estubliicshe

the fact that whern the L-8 drifted in from the sew, there was nobody on hoard, the
y , t
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«gInes wepe Sthoped, ang the rondela door wag open,

iihen the alrship hag investigated the oil Siick, thepe were a Coagt Gurawng beat,
a Navy craft, anad seversy] Pishing bosta in the immediate vicihitv. They saw the shin
come down Llow, droo twe Emoke fiares} and then ascend and fly orfr inte +the overesst,
There pag no doubt in the midde of the cfficerg on those bas+g thet the airshin wag
inderp complete control gt that time, One hoat YEE 50 near the L=-8 thagt i+ made every
atfempt fq et away to a safe distance because i+ thnusht the &irshin wyg &hout
ta drop bombs,

A+ 1020 4 Pan imerican Alrweyg clipnen slohted +the airshin ang few minutes
later (1030) one of the 0S2Us sent out by Aip Control gay the [_x break throuqh the
o¥dcast 4t 2000 feet, then descend intq it again, The blimp wag undoubtealy not
under control when sirhted by the 052U becauge the ressure height of the ship wag
1000 fest

Such are the known facts of the L-8rgy Tiight, Here tne Cinjecture beging,

It is qpite evident thgt the mishap +q Lieutenant Cody and Engign Adams o¢curred
between the time the airshivn wag geen by the Surface cupraft to tise intn the overcast
and itg Landing op the beach, That gn fuemy  submyrine could have "eoped un ang
Surnrised the L-8 whils i+ WL S investiqating the ¢il slick, g mbst irorebable
b2cavse of the grest amount of surface crarst activity ip the immediate vieinity,

ANV speh CCCurrence would have certainiy been seen. The Submar-ine theory ig still
further discounted bgcause pe enemy stbmarinesg nzve heen reported inp the areg and

the Confidentigy folder wag seclre,

The most legical theory _ and it g only g theory _ is that the Crew'g
disappearance Wes entipe.y ascident&l‘and mintentinng | Both officers inew that,

becavee np the prevaijing winds, they couig free batloon bgel to the mainland ip

in troubje. If they hag exXrerienced difficulty with +he airshin, it igq inconceivabie



At they would immediateiy abandon it especially witheut radioing their intention
to do s0. Furthermore, No evidence of trouble, excent the dead motors, were found
when the shin was sal¥ared.

The vaual exnlanation is that at seme time during the fljﬂht, ohe of the off'icers
M3y have leaned out of the eir, lost hie balance, ang falien rart ey out. The other
then rushed +q his aid and that. during the Strugele ta fet back into the car, both

fell from the ship. The open door is res

arded ue fairlv sandg nroof thyt ther left
the ship b¥ mezne of i+, The nasition op the throttlieg does not teng te verify
this theorv ror the nilot weulg ¢ertainly not leave One enrine fuil on ang the othep
half-wey so when he went back to mill nig companion into the shinp, However, the
throttle nositiong mizht he Justified {f the motors were desg wheich could he g
reason for cne of the crew to climb ot onto the outrireer, It is possible that the
motors had been ldling and hag simply choked cut; the throttie positions coulqd have
been caused by the faly City Tipe Berartment a8 1t clambered over the ship.

any theories have been gg vanced =g to what actually hannened on that fiight
but almost 411 agree that it wag g freak sceident of scme kind, The mystery ig
helghtened by the fact that altheush both officers were obviously Yearing life belts,
their bodies Tere never frimd. Gould the men huve been sicked up? Ip 50, by whom?

Such are the facts that gre known sheut the shin's flight, The vroblem of
vhat actually hanpened remaing unseolved and 1= a matter of cornjecture,

The above information hag been obtaineg through informal conversations with

the former Commandin? Ufficer of Sauadron Thirty-Tyo,



From Appendix EE - Squadron Accident Record

Ship L~8

Flight Captain Lt (jg) Cody, L88.3 hrs.

Cate and Time 16 aug 1942

Place of Acc. Daly City, California

Harrative The L-=0 took off from Treasure Island on a roubine patrol

flight. The ship was seen in the vicinity of the
Farzllon Tslands inspection an oil slick in the area.

The ship was next seen drifting over the coast neer

Fort Funston and it came to earth on a nearby golf course
where one of the two bombs were knocked off., The ship
went into the air again and descended in Daly City,
California. The crew of the two were not aboard and

have never been found,

Note: The above are the only references pertinent to the "Riddle" made
in the Squadron Historical Report. (£f 32>
AOVW, Jan 1958

g«l&c A«noé., '@t (G, /.3;_.
Roefors otk Ko 4-8 2003d] WWWWMMw
tples b piterm wnlhond orir: /&kﬁa/w“}7b
“a%mewMMf (P rinioins . s aidiin lllons).

S VAN ews A«?«,.A 1S3, fp 0-11.



THE RTIDDLE OF THL L8

Notes from ZP-32 Historical Reports, World War IT.
From the Chronology:

S Mar 1942 L-8 was accepted by the squadron, Was the former (3oodyear
commercial airship "Rainbow", which had not vet been
assembled and was forwarded to Moffett Field from Akron, Chio.

& Mar 1942 L-0 began operations from 7P-321s first auxiliary base at
Treasure Island.

11 Apr 1942 L-0 with Lt, jg E.D. Cody pilot and C.B.M. Desmond crew,
dropped 300 pounds of freight on the deck of the USS Hornet,
which had departed San Francisco about 11.00. (Note that Hornet -
was then enroute Japan for Dooclittlet!s Raid on Tokyo.)¥

From the Narrative.

On 16 August, the I-8 settled to earth at Daly City, California, with no
crew aboard, The L-8 had taken off from Treasure Tsland several hours before
and had been assigned a routine patrol. Then the ship crashed, its engines
were dead, but there was adequate fuel with the valves open, and the radio
equipment was operative., The ship had apparently drifted with the wind toward
land, had exceeded its pressure height, then settled slowly to earth. No
trace of its crew, Lt. jg. Cody and Fnsign Adams, has ever been found, and
there are no indications as to what may have happened to them.

The L-8 was salvaged after the crash and on 31 August, was completely
repaired and test flown, On 5 Septerber, it was transferred to Watsonville
and L-ship operations were resumed from that base,

-+sthe services of a Blimp Squadron thirty two airship were requested
for the coverage of amphibious landings at Camp Pendleton, Califcrnia.
The L-8 was made available and spent two weeks in October at Santa Ana and
Oceanside, Calif. The L-8 suffered considerable damage on one landing during
this period, but was repaired at Santa Ana, and the operation with Camp
Pendleton was continued. The L-8 returned to Moffett Field on 31 October
and on 1 November was transferred to NAS Moffett Field, wherc it went into
service as one of the training ships for the new Moffett Field lighter-than-air
training program. The L-8 had made 360 flights with the Squadron for a total
of 1607.2 hours,

Rl Gt o Todyy Mact st ot K. Juasgih war
Z Loty ?rﬁﬁaﬁéuﬁ"ZLnqu (e from Ol M.W.Cege)
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- A% 0600 -on-16 Auvgust 1942, the L8, of Airship

thkJofTLéh!a“phtrol mission, Five hours later, the
f?om_the‘sea.anqgﬁﬂo&tﬁd to earth SmPLY in the strect

-*Céiifcrﬁi&gf}NQFtrace has ever been found of the op
their disappearance is foday ag much of g mystery ag
OCcurred,

At 0750, almost o hours aftep the ship hag taken off for patrol, 5
radio message wasg Yeceived from the 1.8, It stated ip Substance, "investi-
gating Suspicious ojij slick, stand by,  The airshiprg Position gt that
time was aboyt 5 miles eagt of the Faralion Islands; o4] slicks in that
area are common ,

About, lohs Moffett Pield received g tel ephone call from Forg Funston
Teporting that an airship haq landeq there, two men had gotten out, ang
the ship had taken off again,

A half gp hour aftep Fort Funston called, worg Was received by
Phone from Daly City that the L~8, with no one on board, haq settled
0 earth in the city streets,

envelope wag deflateg becausge what gag remained after the shiprg free
balloon flight, had escaped when the Daly City Fire Department slasheqd
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The most logical theory - and it is only a theory -
disappearance was entirely accidental and unintentional, Both officers
knew that, because of the prevailing winds, they could free balloon back
to the mainland if in trouble. If they had experienced difficulty with the
airship, it is inconceivable that they would immediately abandon it, especially
without radioing their intention io do so. Furthermore, no evidence of
trouble, except the dead motors, were found when the ship was salvaged.

The usual explanation is that at some time during the flight, one of the
officers may have leaned out of the car, ldst his balance, and fallen part
way out. The other then rushed to his aid and that during the struggle to
get back into the car, both feil from the ship., The open door is regarded as
fairly good proof that they left the ship by means of it. The position of
the throttles does not tend to verify this theory for the pilot would certainly
not leave one engine full on and the other half way so when he went back to
pull his companion into the ship., However, the throttle positions might be
Justified i1f the motors were dead which could be a reason for one of the crew
to climb out onto the outrigger. Tt is possible that the motors had heen
idling and had simply choked out; the throttle positions could have been caused
by the Daly City Fire Department as it clambered over the ship.

Marny theories have been advanced as to what actually happened on that
flight but almost all agree that it was a freak accident of some kind. The
mystery is heightened by the fact that although both officers were obviously
wearing life belts, their bodies were never found. Could the men have been
picked up? If so, by whom®%"

Such are the facts that are known about the ship% flight. The problem
of what actually happened remains unsolved and is a matier of conjecture.

The above information has been obtained through informal conversations
with the former Commanding Officer of Squadron Thirty-Two.
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The mystery flight of the L-8

By JO1 L. Carter Keck
Reprinted from Maffet News,
May8, 1968

It was a quiet Sunday moming
as John Scotto left his house and
began his walk along a narrow
suburban street in Daly City, Calif.
Glancing up, he stopped and stared.
A partially deflated blimp was
drifting towards him, obviously
descending.

The blimp settled gently toward
the street, scraped across some
pewer lines and fell to the
pavement. A crowd quickly
gathered and held the blimp down
until the police and fire depaniments
could be called.

When the fire department
arived they examined the blimp
and found no one aboard. Tnside the
blimp's car was an officer's hat, a
half-eaten sandwich and a still-
warm cup of coffee that had spilled
across some papers. Everything was
as it should be except there was no

crew.
The pelice called NAS Moffeut
Ficld,

The flight

AL 6 am, on Sunday, August 16,
§942, a U.5. Navy blimp tock off
on a routing patrol from Naval
Station Treasure [sland, The L-8,
attached to a Moffett Field airship
squadron, was detached to Treasure
Island.

Aboard the blimp were two
expericnced lighter-than-air crew-
men, L. j.g. Emest D. Cody, 27, and
Ens. Charles E. Adams, 38. The men
routinely established radio contact
with Moffent Field and began their
normal ASW search procedures off
the Golden Gate Bridge.

Almost 1wo hours after take-off,
at 7:50 a.m., Cody reported to
Moffett that he had sighted an oil
skick five miles east of the Farallon
Islands and was going to investi-
gate.

Above, the partlally defiated condition of the blimp as it drifted over Daly Chy indicated the L-8
had reached her pressure helght, automaticaily released some of her gas and descended. This
caused the airship to buckle in the middle,

Left, at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, August 16, 1942, Moftett Fleld recelved a call from the Daly City
police. L-8 was laying in a residential street, and would the Navy kindly do something about H.
The captain’s hat Is visible, resting on the control panel in the front window. One of two 500-
pound depth bombs still hangs from the gondola.

Fifieen minutes later, Moffets
failed 10 esiablish radio contact with
the L-8. After repeated atlempts to
raise the airship on the radio,
Moffeut called NAS Alameda and
reported an emergency.

Alameda sent out 1we OS2U
search planes which headed west
toward the Faratlons,

Over the ocean, a heavy overcast
was sccked in tight. The search
planes informed Moffett they
ntended 10 fly over the cloud cover.
They saw nothing.

At 11:15 a.m., Moffett Field
received a cail from the Daly City
police, The L-B was faying in a
residential street, and would the
Navy kindly do something about it.

Wilnesses

Laie reports and an investigation
pieced together the 1-8s flight path
after it had reported the oil slick off
the Farallons,

Near the area of the oil slick, a
Coast Guard cutter and a Naval
vessel were conducting separate
operations, Neither seemed 10 notice
the blimp in the area.

Al least one of the several
fishing boats in the area, however,
took a great deal of notice. The
captain reported seeing the L-8
come down close 10 the ocean and
drop two smoke flares, As the blimp
wrned toward the boat, the captain
decided to stand clear of the area.
He thought the blimp was going o
drop bombs, The L-8 simply flew
off into the overcast.

For two and one-half hours, no
one saw or heard from the L-8.
Sometime during this peried, Cody

and Adams disappeared.

At 10:20 2.m., 3 Pan American
Airways Clipper sighted the blimp
flying aimlessly above the clouds.

Al 10:30 a.m., cne of the search
aircrafl reporled seeing the L-8
break through the overcast at 2,000
feet.

At 10:45 a.m., the blimp was
seen from Fort Funsien, Bying low
toward the shore, The blimg drifted
toward the beach on a strong sea
wind and louched dewn at the
Olympic Club Golf Course. The
touchdown impact dislodged cne of
the depth bombs carried by the
airship. Having deposited the bomb,
the L-8 became airborne once more
before anyone coukdl secure it,

The L-8 was next seen by Scotto
at 11 am. as it Janded in the streel.

The investigation

The investigation into the events
surrounding the missing crew of the
L-8 was as puzzling as the mishap
itself.

The first thing obvious te
investigators was that at some time
during the two and one-half hours
when the crew disappeared, the L-8
fad reached her pressure height.
The pastially deflaied condition of
the blimp as it drifted over Daly
Cily indicated the L-8 had reached
her pressure height, automatically
released some of her gas and
descended. This caused the airship
10 buckle in the middle.

The salvage party from Moifen
discovered the airship in good
condition. The windows of the car
were alt closed, but the cabin door
was open. Bystanders said the door

was open when the blimp landed in
the sireeL.

Investigators found the ship's
two propellors badly bent, One
depth bornb was missing (the one
she losi on the golf course), and
the radic was in perfect working
order.

The parachules and rubber life
raft were inact and in their places.
A portfolio of classificd documents
was in its proper place in the car.
Tnvestigarors determined the car had
net been in the walter at any lime
during the flight. Furiher investiga-
tion revealed plenty of fuel in the
tanks,

The throttles were set (o indicale
the airship had been in the process
of wrning. The ignition swiiches
were on. The engines weré in
operating condition although they
were not running.

The only things missing were
the crew and their “Mac West” life
jackets. '

No real determination was ever
made as 10 what exactty happened
aboard the L-8 on August 16, 1942,
Cody and Adams were declared
missing, On August 17, they were
presumed dead.

The airship was hauled back to
Maffeu Ficld, refurbished and
rewrned to service. She became one
of the training blimps at Moffeu
until May 15, 1946 when she was
purchased by the Geodyear Airship
Company and repamed the
“Mayflower.”

No one ever heard from Cody or
Adams again. Now, lwo streels al
NAS Moffett Field were named in
memory of these airship pilots.





